Abstract
Introduction
The Model Strategies take into account the high risk faced by children in conflict with the law, or in the language of the CRC "children who are alleged as, accused of or recognized as having infringed the criminal law", especially those who are deprived of their liberty. Because special attention must be paid to the especially vulnerable situation of these children, the Model Strategies aim not only to improve the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in preventing and responding to violence against children, but also to protect children against any violence that may result from their contacts with that system. Many countries have adopted laws that define and condemn various forms violence against children as serious crimes, but not all of them have insured that the police and other criminal justice institutions actually take these crimes seriously and accept their respective responsibilities with respect to child protection. Reducing violent crimes against children is not necessarily always identified as a crime prevention or policing priority. Criminal justice institutions need to strengthen and focus their efforts to prevent and respond to violence against children and to increase their diligence in investigating, convicting and rehabilitating perpetrators of violent crimes against children, so as to effectively protect children against violence.
Scope and structure of the instrument
As stated in the instrument itself, the Model Strategies were formulated in order to help States address the need for integrated violence prevention and child protection strategies and offer children the protection to which they have an unqualified right. The Model Strategies affirm the complementary roles of the justice system on the one hand, and the child protection, social welfare, health and education sectors, on the other, in creating a protective environment and in preventing and responding to violence against children.
It is a complex tool that reflects the complexity of the problem of violence against children and the need for a comprehensive approach to address this pervasive problem. Each of the strategies recommended in that instrument addresses a practical aspect of child protection against violence and offers numerous practical measures that purportedly reflect best crime prevention and child protection practices.
51

 Canadian Journal of Children's Rights
The tool proposes a total of 17 strategies organized into three distinct groups: general prevention strategies to address violence against children as part of broader child protection and crime prevention initiatives; strategies to improve the ability of the criminal justice system to respond to crimes of violence against children and to protect child victims effectively; and, strategies to prevent and respond to violence against children in contact with the justice system. Each strategy is buttressed by a varying number of related "practical measures" that are named and listed rather than fully described or explained. Some of these measures are unfortunately formulated in fairly general terms and may not always be self-evident for practitioners wishing to implement them. This is perhaps the best that could be expected from a politically negotiated text, particularly when the measures in question are expected to apply differently in different cultural, legal and institutional contexts. For the full implementation of the strategies, legislators, policy makers and practitioners will have to rely on other tools, manuals or training instruments.
Unfortunately, conclusive evidence on the effectiveness of these measures is not always available. Many of them have not been evaluated to assess their effectiveness in preventing violence against children. The frequent lack of evidence in this whole area makes it difficult to decide which measures to prioritize and which programmes to scale up, and on what justifiable basis (Proudlock, P., Mathews, A. and L. Jamieson, 2014, 180) .
Guiding principles
The instrument explicitly states a number of principles to guide the implementation of the proposed strategies in accordance with international human rights law. These rights-based principles are as follows:
(a) That the inherent rights of the child to life, survival and development should be protected; (b) That the right of the child to have his or her best interests as a primary consideration in all matters involving or affecting him or her should be respected, whether the child is a victim or a perpetrator of violence, as well as in all measures of prevention and protection; (c) That every child should be protected from all forms of violence without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status; (d) That the child should be informed of his or her rights in an age-appropriate manner and that the right of the child to be consulted and to express his or her views freely in all matters affecting him or her, should be fully respected;
(e) That all strategies and measures to prevent and respond to violence against children should be designed and implemented from a gender perspective specifically addressing genderbased violence; (f) That the specific vulnerabilities of children and the situations they find themselves in, including children in need of special protection and children committing criminal offences under the age of criminal responsibility, should be addressed as part of comprehensive violence prevention strategies and identified as a priority for action; (g) That measures to protect child victims of violence should be non-coercive and strictly avoid compromising the rights of these children. Abusive protection measures must obviously be avoided. They cannot be justified as they amount to a form of violence against children.
Prohibition of Violence against Children and General Prevention
A first group of strategies emphasizes the need to prohibit by law all forms of violence against children and to specifically criminalize many serious forms of violence. It also relates to the role of criminal justice agencies, working together with child protection, social welfare, health and education agencies and civil society organizations to develop effective violence prevention programmes. It identifies the need for both broad and context-specific measures to prevent violence against children and challenge the ways in which such violence are tolerated. It includes research and evaluation strategies to improve the effectiveness of violence prevention and victim protection measures.
Ensuring the prohibition by law of all forms of violence against children
The first strategy (Strategy I) calls for the prohibition of all forms of violence against children. That is obvious because of the need for a sound and explicit legal framework that prohibits violence against children and mandates and empowers authorities to respond appropriately to incidents of violence. The strategy involves ensuring the prohibition of cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment of children in all settings, something which is already an obligation for State parties to the CRC. 5 However, the strategy does not necessarily involve the criminalization of all forms of violence, acknowledging thereby that some forms of violence should not necessarily be defined as crime. At the same time, the strategy involves the revision of all laws (including criminal procedure law) to remove all provisions that justify, allow for or condone violence against children or may increase the risk of violence against children.
The same strategy also involves establishing by law a clear and comprehensive prohibition of all harmful practices against children, supported by detailed provisions in relevant legislation to secure the effective protection of girls and boys from those practices, to provide means of redress and to fight impunity. This is based in part on the recommendations contained in a 2012 report of the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence against
Children on protecting children from harmful practices in plural legal systems". That report referred explicitly to the importance of safeguarding the supremacy of human rights standards and the need for States to ensure that "domestic legislation relevant to children's protection from violence and harmful practices, foreseen in statute, customary or religious laws, is in full conformity with human rights standards" (SRSG on Violence Against Children & Plan International, 2012, p. 40 (Bokhary & Kelly, 2010, p. 153 ). The truth is that these cultural values and practices, among other factors, must be challenged and prohibited as they have been successfully in many parts of the world (Phillips, 2012; United Nations Population Fund, 2012) . Practitioners face some serious challenges trying to prevent some marriages from taking place and ensuring the safety and well-being of women who are already in such marriages. The U.K. government and others have adopted legal measures to prohibit such practices.
Another example is that of improper disciplinary practices in the home and the use of corporal punishment at home and in schools. The use of violent discipline in the home is widespread and has been described as the most common form of violence against children (UNICEF, 2014, 96) . The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) sponsored by UNICEF includes questions on child discipline. The most recent survey revealed that violent discipline is 55 widespread in most of the 42 countries surveyed. In six of the seven countries surveyed in the East-Asia Pacific region, more than two thirds of children had experienced violent discipline in the home (UNICEF, 2014; Kilbanem, 2013) .
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This particular strategy will be controversial in many parts of the world because it essentially affirms the supremacy of international human rights law over cultural, traditional and sometimes religious practices. It involves the removal from national legislation of any legal provisions that justify or allow for consent to harmful practices against children. It also involves ensuring that resorting to informal justice systems does not jeopardize children's rights or preclude child victims from accessing the formal justice system. As is regularly confirmed by research, countless number of girls and boys fall victim to harmful practices undertaken under different pretexts or grounds, including female genital mutilation or cutting, forced marriage, breast ironing and witchcraft rituals.
Some of these harmful practices are justified and supported by traditional justice systems.
As the report of the SRSG on Violence Against Children noted: "While traditional, customary and religious adjudication mechanisms may be accessible to people at the grassroots level and play an important role in the protection of children from harmful practices, it is crucial to ensure that resorting to these mechanisms does not jeopardize children's rights or preclude child victims from accessing the formal justice system" (SRSG on Violence Against Children & Plan, 2012, p.
40).
Prohibiting all forms of violence against children by law is a strategy that also explicitly calls also for the criminalization of various forms of violence against children, including:
engaging in sexual activities with a child using coercion, force or threats, abusing a position of trust, authority or influence over a child, including within the family, and abusing a particularly 
Implementing comprehensive prevention programmes
Strategy II consists of developing and implementing comprehensive prevention programmes. States are called upon to play a leadership role in developing effective crime prevention strategies and in creating and maintaining institutional frameworks for their implementation and review. 12 The new instrument suggests that measures be undertaken to systematically identify and assess the specific vulnerabilities and risks faced by children in different situations or even in different part of a country. This is prerequisite to the design of proactive measures to reduce those risks and take appropriate actions to support and protect all 57 children and, in particular, children in different situations of vulnerability and children in need of special protection. On the subject of prevention, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2011) explained that:
Prevention includes public health and other measures to positively promote respectful child-rearing, free from violence, for all children, and to target the root causes of violence at the levels of the child, family, perpetrator, community, institution and society. Emphasis on general (primary) and targeted (secondary) prevention must remain paramount at all times in the development and implementation of child protection systems. Preventive measures offer the greatest return in the long term (para 46).
On the participation of children in the prevention of crime and the development of prevention strategies, the Committee (2009) noted that:
(…) the voices of children have increasingly become a powerful force in the prevention of child rights violations. (…) Children should be consulted in the formulation of legislation and policy related to these and other problem areas and involved in the drafting, development and implementation of related plans and programmes (para 118).
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The strategy also addresses the need to adopt special protection measures for groups of children which may be especially vulnerable. 14 The Committee on the Rights of the Child has already drawn attention to the need for particular vigilance when it comes to various marginalized groups. It also provided a long list of children in potential vulnerable situations (Committee on the Rights of the Child, 201, para 72). 15 The Model Strategies do not contain such a list, but it is easy to come up with a long list of potentially vulnerable groups of children.
Such a list may include children working or living on the streets, children with disabilities, children suffering from mental illness, children of minority groups, unaccompanied children, migrant children, children who are refugees or asylum seekers, indigenous children, children living with HIV/AIDS, children with substance abuse problems, children of incarcerated parents 16 , or children exposed to violence and harassment due to their sexual identity.
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Some of these vulnerable children are hardly visible because they are exploited in private spaces and highly vulnerable to violence. This is the case, for example, of children engaged in domestic work, most of them girls. According to the most recent figures published by the International Labour Organization (ILO), at least 52.6 million people are employed as domestic workers across the world, 15.5 million of whom are children (ILO, 2013, 1) . A higher level of vigilance is required when it comes to protecting children from various marginalized groups such as children engaged in survival behaviours (e.g., prostitution) for which they are still more likely to be punished than assisted, or street children who are frequently treated by "police and communities…as a part of the larger crime problem, arbitrarily arresting, detaining and beating them, and forcing them to clean detention facilities" (Human Rights Watch, 2014, 5).
Unaccompanied asylum seeking children are also a most vulnerable group and those who have been trafficked present with additional needs, posing new challenges for law enforcement and child protection professionals (Rigby, 2011; UNICEF, 2014) .
Civil society organizations, researchers, and other professionals have a role to play in identifying and studying the specific risk of victimization that different vulnerable groups of children face. Law enforcement agencies can also play an important role by using multi-agency intelligence to identify local risks of violence and direct enforcement and prevention activities.
Strategy II also calls for the development and implementation at every level of government of comprehensive plans for the prevention of violence against children in all of its forms. A comprehensive plan to eliminate violence against children must include general and context-specific prevention measures, be built on an understanding of factors that give rise to violence against children, and address the risks of violence to which children are exposed. The need for proactive, comprehensive, context-specific and sustainable prevention is emphasized as well as the need to understand and address the complex and multidimensional risk factors that increase the vulnerability of children, the different forms of neglect, exploitation and violence and how they may be interlinked, the harmful social norms and practices, the places where violations occur, the profiles of children at risk, and the profiles of offenders and exploiters.
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The Report of the independent expert for the United Nations study on violence against children refers to the need to challenge the societal acceptance of violence which explains that, in too many instances, both children and perpetrators may accept physical, sexual and psychological violence as inevitable and normal (United Nations, 2006, para 26; WHO, 2009 ).
Promoting research and data Collection, analysis and dissemination
Strategy III concerns the need to promote research and collect data on violence against children, including on violence against children in contact with the justice system. In most countries the current situation is that such data are rare and not very reliable. The strategy identifies specific types of data and research that should be encouraged as a practical basis for developing evidence-based policies and interventions and for monitoring the success of existing programmes.
For decision makers to be able to rely on a solid knowledge base upon which they can make decisions and design prevention activities, various forms of data must be collected, analysed and made broadly available. However, reliable information and data will not become available unless measures are taken to support, encourage and fund research and systematic data collection.
Sadly, despite calls for evidence-based planning, programming and decision-making, there is a lack of data on violence against children and very few quality evaluations and studies on the characteristics of successful prevention programmes (Proudlock, P., Mathews, A. and L. Jamieson, 2014; Dandurand, 2011) .
Information about the risk of violence faced by children in contact with the criminal justice system is particularly critical and especially difficult to access. Accordingly, special attention must be given to collecting and analysing data on children's contacts with the police, on independent inspections of places of detention, access to complaint mechanisms by children and the outcomes of complaints and investigations.
Enhanced Criminal Justice Capacity
The second group of strategies focuses on how to enhance the ability and capacity of the criminal justice system to respond to violence against children and protect child victims. It refers to its specific role in bringing perpetrators of violence against children to justice, protecting child victims of violence, and working closely together with other systems (education, welfare, child protection, health). In particular, this part of the instrument emphasizes the crucial importance of establishing detection and reporting mechanisms.
Establishing effective detection and reporting mechanisms
Strategy IV involves the establishment of effective detection and reporting mechanisms.
It refers to measures to ensure that criminal justice professionals are aware of risk factors and can recognize signs that a child is at risk, as well as measures to legally require professionals who routinely come into contact with children in the course of their work to notify appropriate authorities if they suspect that a child is, or is likely to become, a victim of violence. There is a pressing need to ensure that "safe child-and gender-sensitive approaches, procedures, and complaint, reporting and counselling mechanisms are established by law, are in conformity with the obligations of States under the relevant international human rights instruments, take into account relevant international standards and norms on crime prevention and criminal justice and are easily accessible to all children and their representative or a third party without fear of reprisal or discrimination" (Model Strategies, para 19d). These mechanisms are a core element of any successful child protection system. The performance of such mechanisms should be audited and their integrity tested regularly.
A joint report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against
Children and the Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography explained that: "more often than not, children lack trust in available services, fearing they will not be believed and judged rather than listened to. They also frequently fear public exposure, stigmatization, harassment and reprisals if they make incidents of violence known. In most cases, children are unaware of the existence and role of counseling, reporting or complaint mechanisms" (2012, 21). Children often "simply do not know where to turn for help, especially when the perpetrator is a family member, caregiver, teacher or anyone else responsible for their protection and well-being." (SRSG -VAC, 2013, xiii) In many jurisdictions legislation is in place to create obligations to report and receive reports. In British Columbia, for example, under the Child, Family and Community Service Act 
Offering effective protection to child victims of violence
Strategy V includes two groups of measures to ensure that the criminal justice system does as much as it can, in collaboration with child protection agencies, to protect child victims of violence against further violence and do so while using child-sensitive approaches. In particular, it refers to the need to ensure that national standards, procedures and protocols are developed and implemented in order to respond with sensitivity to child victims of violence who must be removed from a dangerous context and need temporary protection and care in a safe place pending a full determination of the best interests of the child. It also refers, among many other things, to the need to ensure that the police, courts and other competent authorities have the legal authority to issue and enforce protection measures such as restraining or barring orders in cases of violence against children, including removal of the perpetrator from the domicile and prohibiting further contact with the victim, as well as to impose penalties for breaches of those orders.
The measures ensure that the police, courts and other competent authorities have the legal authority to issue and enforce protection procedures such as restraining or barring orders in cases of violence against children, including removal of the perpetrator from the domicile and prohibiting further contact with the victim, as well as to impose penalties for breaches of those orders. It is equally important to ensure that, when the legal authority exists, these protection measures are diligently and consistently enforced and that any violation of a court ordered protection measure is dealt with seriously. To ensure that protection orders are enforced, it becomes important to establish a functional registration system (or registry) to keep track of these orders and make it possible for the police and other officials to quickly determine whether such an order is in force.
In 
Ensuring effective investigation and prosecution of incidents of violence against children
Strategy VI is about the effective investigation and prosecution of incidents of violence against children. In countries such as Canada where there is a broad social awareness of the problem and a fairly high level of confidence in the police, a large number of cases are typically reported to the police each year. For example, there were 14,000 children who were victims of a police reported sexual offence in Canada in 2012 (Cotter & Beaupré, 2014) . In many cases, the victims delayed reporting the incident. In many instances, the identification of the perpetrator is a relatively simple matter, but the gathering of sufficient evidence to proceed with charges is often an arduous and time-consuming task.
Police must engage in proactive investigations whether the child or someone else has lodged an official complaint. Sufficient resources must be allocated to these investigations in order for the investigation and prosecution of violent crimes against children to be formally and practically identified as a system's priority. The Model Strategies invite countries to adopt and implement policies and programmes aimed at guiding all decisions concerning the investigation and prosecution of offences of violence against children and ensuring the fairness, integrity and effectiveness of such decisions.
The manner in which the investigation and the prosecution of offences of violence against children are conducted is also important. The safety of the child is a primary consideration.
Training, operational policies, guidance tools and effective supervision are all needed to ensure that the investigation, including the collection of evidence, is conducted in a child-sensitive manner and respects their dignity and integrity.
Enhancing cooperation among various sectors
Strategy VII acknowledges the complementary roles of the criminal justice system, child protection, health, education, and social service sectors and, in some cases, informal justice systems in creating a protective environment and preventing and responding to incidents of violence against children. It urges States to ensure effective coordination and cooperation among these various systems and agencies and establish stronger operational links, particularly in emergency situations, between the agencies, while protecting the privacy of child victims of violence.
Westwood's study of officials in agencies working with children at a UK port of entry, for example, revealed a sense of isolation and fragmentation between the agencies involved and clear tensions between the safeguarding agendas and practices of the agencies involved. The interviews with social workers and police officers suggested that there was a lack of confidence and trust between agencies and in multi-agency approaches to safeguarding children entering the UK (2012). Other studies have revealed multiple obstacles to efficient inter-agency collaboration even when the safety of children is involved. Information exchange often seems to be particularly problematic.
For these reasons, some governments have taken very seriously the task of developing inter-agency cooperation protocols and providing specific guidance. For example, a "Working The most effective operational response to incidents of violence against children is usually through an integrated, multi-disciplinary specialized unit that can respond quickly and competently to the medical, psychological, social and legal needs of the child as well as his or her need for protection. The establishment of such specialized units should be considered.
In countries or regions where informal justice systems are frequently used, strong links between these systems and justice and child protection agencies are also necessary. In situations where a child's parents or caregivers are deprived of liberty, agencies from various sectors need to cooperate to support the child who, as a result, may be exposed to a greater risk of violence.
Improving criminal proceedings in matters involving child victims of violence
Criminal proceedings can be a very troubling and even traumatic experience for a child While bringing the necessary reforms to criminal procedure law and evidentiary law is complicated, child-sensitive procedures may include interview rooms designed for children, interdisciplinary services for child victims, collocated services for easy access, modified court environments that take child witnesses into consideration, recesses during a child's testimony, hearings scheduled at times of day appropriate to the age and maturity of the child, an appropriate notification system to ensure the child appears in court only when necessary and other appropriate measures to facilitate the child's testimony. There are different ways to implement such policies. In some countries, special "child justice units" or "child advocacy centres" are established in the courts. In other countries, a "child friendly bench" is established.
On the other hand, the bringing of the necessary reforms to criminal procedure law and evidentiary law is sometimes more complicated.
Ensuring that sentencing reflects the serious nature of violence against children
Strategy IX is meant to ensure that the serious nature of violence against children is reflected in sentencing practices and that, in doing so, courts have access to a full range of sentencing options. The seriousness of violent crimes against children must be reflected in sentencing policies and practices. Sentencing decisions must aim to denounce and deter violence against children. The legislator must ensure that such offences are, by law, punishable by appropriate penalties. It is also important to review the law and ensure that it takes into account specific factors which may aggravate a crime, including the age of the victim, the fact that the victim is severely handicapped mentally or intellectually, repeated violent acts, abuse of a position of trust or authority, and perpetration of violence against a child in a close relationship with the offender. Wherever possible, sentencing decisions should provide reparation for harm caused as a result of the violence. When informal justice systems are resorted to, violence against children needs to be appropriately denounced and deterred, perpetrators of violence against children must be held accountable for their actions, and redress, support and compensation for child victims must be provided.
The strategy, however, must acknowledge the fact that many of the perpetrators of violence against children are themselves children and that the principle of the best interest of the child applies whether the child is a victim or perpetrator of violence. Some of the criminal justice practices applied to child perpetrators of violence against children can have a very detrimental impact on their social and psychological development. This is the case, for example, of mandatory minimum sentences that are applied to children for certain types of offences (Dandurand, 2013) . Another practice with detrimental effects on children is that of placing children on a sex offender registry: upon release from juvenile detention or prison, youth sex offenders are subject to registration laws that require them to disclose continually updated information including a current photograph, height, weight, age, current address, school attendance, and place of employment (Human Rights Watch, 2013) .
Strengthening capacity and training of criminal justice professionals
Strategy X refers to a host of measures required to build the capacity of the criminal justice system and criminal justice professionals to respond more effectively to violence against children. Very importantly, however, it also refers to the importance of training and the need to develop specialized expertise among these professionals and, when appropriate, to establish specialized teams and functions within the system. Competency-based training on appropriate, child sensitive and gender sensitive ways of dealing with child victims is especially important.
Specialized training is recommended (Penal Reform International, 2013) . Criminal justice professionals must acquire some basic knowledge about the stages of child development, the process of cognitive development, the dynamics and nature of violence against children, the consequences of discrimination, the difference between regular peer groups and gangs, and the appropriate management of children who are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The strategy also includes measures that can be taken by professional associations.
Preventing and Responding to Violence against Children Within the Justice System
The third and final group of strategies relates to measures to prevent children from being victimized during their contact with the justice system (including the juvenile justice system where one exists). This is because of the heightened risk of violence faced by children alleged as, accused of, or recognised as having infringed the penal law. Considering that one important objective of the criminal justice system is the protection of children's rights, violence against children within that system thwarts its achievement and is counterproductive to any efforts of rehabilitation and reintegration of the child. It is also a sad thing to observe that many of the children in conflict with the law were themselves victims of abuse or neglect; being abused or to revise their laws, policies and procedures to ensure compliance with international standards and ensure that the process of juvenile justice reform is framed by a child-and gender-sensitive approach, promoting a juvenile justice system that is fair, effective, efficient, and established as a core dimension of the national child protection system (p.
15).
The principle of the best interest of the child (affirmed by Article 3(1) of the CRC), as it applies to crime prevention and the criminal justice process, is explained in General Comment
No. 14 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2013). In a previous comment, the Committee had also explained that:
In all decisions taken within the context of the administration of juvenile justice, the best interests of the child should be a primary consideration. (…) The protection of the best interests of the child means, for instance, that the traditional objectives of criminal justice, such as repression/retribution, must give way to rehabilitation and restorative justice objectives in dealing with child offenders. This can be done in concert with attention to effective public safety (2007, para 10).
Preventing children's involvement with the criminal justice system
Strategy XI involves measures to reduce the number of children in contact with the justice system. There are several ways to limit the number of children in the criminal justice system. This may involve setting the lower minimum age of criminal responsibility at the age of at least number of children in the criminal justice system. However, care must be taken to ensure that those children who are below the age of criminal responsibility are not merely transferred into some other form of custodial care. It is therefore important to ensure that safe and effective noncustodial measures are available for the majority of children who are below that age.
The same objective can also be achieved by recognizing the importance of avoiding the unnecessary criminalization and penalization of children. In a number of countries, there is concern that too many children are brought into the criminal justice system through "status offences," leading to the placement of children in detention rather than providing them with the needed care and protection.
As we know, Article 40 (3) 
Preventing violence associated with law enforcement and prosecution
Strategy XII is about the prevention of violence and mistreatment associated with law enforcement and prosecution activities. The UN Study on Violence against Children (United
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Nations , 2006, p. 197) found that police and other security forces are often responsible for violence against children, and that arrest is one of the situations in which this occurs. The "Five
Years On" follow up study found that children are at high risk of violence from their first point of contact with the law (NGO Advisory Council, 2011, p. 21) . The strategy involves, among others things, ensuring that all arrests are conducted in conformity with the law, to limit the apprehension, arrest and detention of children to situations in which these measures are necessary as a last resort, and to promote and implement, where possible, alternatives to arrest and detention. As part of this strategy, it is most important to ensure that children are informed of their rights and have prompt access to legal aid during police interrogation and while in police detention, and that they may consult their legal representative freely and fully confidentially.
Article 37 (d) of the CRC states that every child deprived of his or her liberty has a right to prompt access to legal and other appropriate assistance. The United Nations Principles and
Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems call upon States to ensure that effective legal aid is provided promptly at all stages of the criminal justice process.
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It is also crucial to establish accessible, child-appropriate and safe procedures for children to complain about incidents of violence during their arrest or interrogation or while in police custody. Access to these mechanisms can be particularly problematic when a child is being arrested or detained. Investigating and responding to these complaints also demands a degree of diligence and a level integrity that does not always exist.
Limiting the use of detention
A very important strategy, reflecting a principle enshrined in the CRC, is Strategy XIII which includes a number of measures to ensure that deprivation of liberty is used only as a 
Prohibiting certain treatments and punishments
Strategy XIV is a simple one that reaffirms the prohibition against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, while Strategy XV addresses the need to eliminate violence against children in places of detention.
Preventing and responding to violence in places of detention
Strategy XV addresses the prevention and response to violence in places of detention.
Places of detention can be defined very broadly and during the preparation of the new instrument there were many references to the conditions of detention of irregular migrant or asylum-seeking children (Thomas & Devaney, 2011) and, in other circumstances, the detention of children in military prisons (UNICEF, 2013) . The strategy includes a large number of measures that can be taken to prevent violence against children in places of detention, including measures to prevent over-crowding, to separate children from adults, to ensure that child-sensitive policies, procedures and practices are implemented in all detention facilities, and to monitor compliance with them.
It is also necessary to prohibit and effectively prevent the use of corporal punishment as a disciplinary measure, to adopt clear and transparent disciplinary policies and procedures that encourage the use of positive and educational forms of discipline and to establish in law the duty of managers and personnel of detention facilities to record, review and monitor every instance in which disciplinary measures or punishment are used.
Very importantly, the strategy refers to strict measures to be taken to ensure that all alleged incidents of violence, including sexual abuse of children in a place of detention, are immediately reported and independently, promptly, and effectively investigated by appropriate authorities and, when well founded, effectively prosecuted. Once complaint mechanisms are established it is also very important to protect children who report abuse, specifically taking into account the risks of retaliation. This can be done by adopting and enforcing policies that ensure that those allegedly implicated in violence against or ill-treatment of children are removed from any position of control or power, whether direct or indirect, over complainants, witnesses and their families, and those conducting the investigation.
Other practical and procedural measures must be in place to protect children who provide information or act as witnesses in proceedings related to a case involving violence within the justice system.
In accordance with the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, States have a duty to ensure that child victims are provided with appropriate access to justice and fair treatment, restitution, compensation and social assistance.
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Accountability and oversight mechanisms
The last strategy in this group (Strategy XVII) is concerned with strengthening accountability and oversight mechanisms within the criminal justice system. It includes a number of measures to promote transparency and combat impunity and the tolerance of violence against children within the justice system, including awareness-raising programmes, education and effective prosecution of violent offences committed against children within the justice system.
There is also a need to establish all key elements of an effective accountability system, ensure the independent, prompt and effective investigation and prosecution of offences involving violence against children within the justice system, and ensure that all public officials who are found to be responsible for violence against children are held accountable through workplace disciplinary measures, termination of employment and criminal justice investigations, where appropriate.
Conclusion
The article could only summarize some of the key practical measures identified in the new instrument. This will hopefully be enough to encourage practitioners and policy makers to study the instrument itself and identify gaps in their own systems and procedures. Because it is quite comprehensive, the instrument can actually be used to assess the situation in a present country or to evaluate progress in improving the criminal justice response to violence against children. In fact, a checklist, based on the Model Strategies, has been developed and is now available from the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 2014a). At the same time, the Model Strategies can be expected to encourage practitioners and researchers to explore and test different means of implementing the proposed strategies, evaluate their impact, and share information and best practices.
States currently face many difficulties in improving child protection practices and systems, particularly in a time of fiscal constraints (Moore, 2013). In Canada, as elsewhere, the criminal justice system is capable of playing a much greater and more effective role in preventing violence against children. It needs to be fully mobilized. There is also a dire need for greater clarity and more rigorous evidence about the best ways to prevent and respond to violence against children through the justice system as well as every other available means. The
Model Strategies can perhaps encourage progress toward that goal. 
